
 

The Child School/Legacy High School 

PA Steering Committee Meeting, November, 15 2012 

Minutes 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:10  p.m. 

Attendance: Sal Ferrera, Fran Shine, Constance Ford, Gary Rome, Theresa Cousins,  

Maritza Herrera,  Margot Weinstock, Michael Markett, Linda Cretella, Keren Kalimian, 

Susan Valdes-Dapena, Curtis Newman, Sheila Steiner, Rebecca Lam    

New attendees: One new parent attended the meeting, Keren Kalimian. The school’s new 

Director of Development, Rebecca Lam, also attended the meeting.  

 

SCHOOL REPORT: Sal provided the school report and made the following points: 

 HURRICANE SANDY.  Sandy resulted in minor flooding to the elementary school 

building, but there were no major problems.  

 IB PROGRAM. The school’s preparation to become part of the International 

Baccalaureate program is proceeding smoothly. The school has met with the IB 

officials and continues to advance the curriculum and course work to meet the IB 

regulations.  

 NEW BLDG. The newest building being added to the campus, 504 Main Street, has 

all of its permits. Construction is scheduled to begin in December and the building 

should be open in time for the next school year in September 2013. The building will 

contain a theatre, studios for music and dance, and some office space. 

  DIMAGGIO DINNER:  All members of the school community are invited to attend 

the Joe DiMaggio dinner on December 7, which is a major fundraiser for the school. 

(Sal passed out formal invitations to all SC members)  Sal has been involved in the 

dinner for many years and this year all proceeds from the dinner will go to The Child 

School/Legacy HS.  Honorees in the past have included Henry Kissinger, Pavarotti 

and Mayor Giuliani. The cost to attend is $600 per person.  

FOUNDER’S DINNER REPORT: Gary Rome, the Board of Directors’ liaison to the SC and 

head of the dinner committee, provided the dinner report and made the following points: 



 Plans for the third annual Founder’s Award Dinner are underway. Currently, the 

most pressing issue is to finalize a venue for the event, which likely will take place 

May 24. Gary noted that two potential venues in downtown Manhattan were 

damaged by Hurricane Sandy and have been eliminated. Gary noted that while he is 

looking at several other venues, he is most enthusiastic about The Lighthouse and 

Pier 60, both part of the Chelsea Piers complex. It is possible that the school will be 

able to get a significant discount if we book both the Founder’s Dinner and the Joe 

DiMaggio dinner at Chelsea Piers. The plan currently being negotiated would book 

the Founder’s Dinner at The Lighthouse and the DiMaggio dinner at the larger Pier 

60.  

  Honorees for the Founder’s Dinner are still being worked out, but the school has 

reached out to Governor Andrew Cuomo. If his schedule doesn’t allow him to attend, 

the school will then reach out to Mario Cuomo. If neither is available, the 

board/dinner committee will consider other names. 

 Constance Ford needs help with the Silent Auction subcommittee, which the PA 

handles, and is asking for a volunteer to work with her. The Silent Auction 

subcommittee is one of the most work-intensive on the dinner committee. Keren 

Kalimian suggested that the PA consider acquiring a software bidding program that 

allows dinner guests to bid on items electronically via their cell phones. Keren said 

she will research the product and send the information to Constance via email. 

DONATIONS REPORT: Constance noted that the SC was able to donate more than $8,000 

worth of donations to the school that were discussed—and voted on—at the previous 

steering committee meeting in September. The SC purchased two level-2 reading kits for 

the ES at a total cost of $2,758, 15 soccer balls for the Sports Department for a total cost of 

$224.25 and one dumbbell set with rack for the Sports Department at a total cost of $1,395. 

The SC also agreed to purchase 10 ipads for the HS classrooms, but that transaction had not 

yet been made.  Curtis said he asked Daniel Leinweber, the school’s technology expert, to 

handle the purchase. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Martiza Herrera, the PA Treasurer, reported that there was 

$39,288 in the PA checking account as of November 15. Of that amount, we owe over 

$8,000 to cover the donations to the school discussed above. About $20,000 of the money 

in the account consists of donations from parents to the holiday fund.  Although donations 

for the holiday fund are running at similar levels to last year, we need much higher 

donations if we are to provide each member of the staff with the same size gift as last year. 

The size of the school staff has doubled in the past two years, but donations have risen at a 

much slower pace. Unless donations pick up substantially, this year’s holiday gifts to 

staffers at the school will be much smaller than in the past. Gary Rome suggested that class 

parents call all parents who have not donated to the holiday fund and ask them for a 

donation. The SC members discussed this and decided the best time to make the calls will 

be Saturday Dec. 8 and Sunday Dec. 9. 



 

RUN/WALK-A-THON: Constance Ford discussed the latest thinking regarding the 

Run/Walk-a-thon. She said that several members of the SC had given thought to other 

events that the PA could sponsor for fundraising purposes, but none could bring in as much 

money as the Run/Walk-a-thon. The SC members generally felt we should sponsor the 

event again this year. Last year, the SC voted to move the date of the event to September-

October, instead of May. That change was made because the Run/Walk was too close to the 

Founder’s dinner.  However, the Sept-October time frame didn’t work either. Some SC 

members suggested we move the date of the Run/Walk to April, which is warm enough for 

an outdoor event but  isn’t too close to the Founder’s Dinner.   

SOCIAL EVENTS: Constance Ford noted that the SC would like to hold a bowling night for 

parents and students. She has been in touch with several bowling halls in Manhattan and 

will reach out to the school liaisons with possible dates. Constance also noted that she is 

trying to find a location to hold a cocktail party next summer, just for parents.   

RECYCLED UNIFORMS: Linda Cretella reported that the inventory of uniforms was 

destroyed by the flooding in the ES due to Hurricane Sandy. As a result, we won’t have a 

recycled uniform sale during this coming report card day. However, parents have started 

sending in uniforms and Linda believes we will have enough uniforms to have a sale in the 

spring. Thanks went to Gary Rome for cleaning out his son’s closet, which went a long way 

to restocking the uniform inventory. 

PARENT FACEBOOK PAGE: Wendy Wick, the social media chair, could not attend the 

meeting but she sent a status report. This is a shortened version of her report: The 

Facebook Group TCS/Legacy Parents Corner has been officially up for about one month and 

is open to all 3 schools. We have 18 members and have had some good sharing, especially 

during Hurricane Sandy when everyone chimed in to share experiences, check in on the 

school, share info about busing and back to school. Michelle Basso shared the info with the 

class parents so they could share with individual parents. I continue to promote by word-

of-mouth but can not use any school mailing list to approach parents because it could be 

considered a confidentiality breach since the group is not officially school sanctioned. We 

have had all positive interactions to date. My position is that this is an unofficial group for 

parents to share. Many of our parents have children in other schools public and private and 

we can share anything that we think would be interesting to other parents (so long as it is 

not offensive!).  At   present, Micheal Markett and myself are set up as admins. 

 

Sal responded to Wendy’s note by agreeing to send out a note to all parents at the school, 

announcing the Facebook page and inviting them to join. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/TCS.Legacy.Parents/


The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


