
 

The Child School/Legacy High School 

PA Steering Committee Meeting, Sept. 20, 2012 

Minutes 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:08 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Constance Ford, Jim McEnroe, Michelle Basso, Gary Rome, Gina Enock, Constance Pond, 

Theresa Cousins, Rob Cousins, Maritza Herrera, Adam Rader, Margot Weinstock, Susan Valdes-Dapena, 

Rita Kimmel, Curtis Newman, Sheila Steiner, Evelyn Neves  

New Members: One new member attended the SC meeting, Rita Kimmel. 

SCHOOL REPORT: Sal was unable to attend the meeting and asked Vishu Grover to provide the school 

report. Vishu made the following points:  

 Sal wants everyone to know that the first day of school went extremely well and there was full 

attendance in all of the schools, despite the usual first-day problems related to the buses. 

 The school is making a concerted effort to get everyone to refer to the various school buildings 

by their actual names.  For example, instead of “the gym” building, we are asked to begin 

referring to that building as Eastwood. The reason for this is to reduce confusion, especially 

about the high school, which now is in two different buildings. The names of the buildings are as 

follows: Island House, which houses most of the high school; Eastwood, which houses the gym, 

some administrative offices and some high school classrooms; Westwood, which is the main 

administrative building and also houses the elementary school; Patterson House, which houses 

the middle school. 

 Sal would like to encourage all parents to make sure students are wearing appropriate school 

attire. Currently, only short-sleeve polo shirts are available but long-sleeve shirts should arrive 

shortly. Also, for MS and HS students, black sweaters will soon be added to the uniform and will 

be available for sale at the school. However, hoodies are not allowed. Any student who wants or 

needs additional warmth must acquire a sweater.  MS and HS students also have the option of 

wearing button-down shirts with a tie. The shirts can be in any color, but they must be solid 

color and they must be worn with a tie.   

 Shirts for the elementary school students are changing to light blue and medium blue, although 

the white shirts are still acceptable for now.  

 Sal would like to create a subcommittee of parents and teachers to develop rules and 

procedures for student use of Facebook. Currently, students using Facebook to discuss other 

students is causing problems at the school and needs to be dealt with in a systematic way. Any 

parent who will like to be on the committee, please contact Connie Ford and I will send your 



name along to Sal and Vishu. Parents of high school students are especially encouraged to join 

the committee. 

 Gina Enock, the parent coordinator at the school, reported that enrollment at the school has 

reached 355 students, with 56 new students coming in this year. She indicated that the school is 

at or near its maximum enrollment. 

 

CLASS PARENTS REPORT: Michelle Basso reported that the process of finding class parents is 

proceeding smoothly, but there is some concern that class parents will have more difficulty  

obtaining contact information for parents than in past years because the school will no longer 

provide that information to the PA. There was some discussion of other methods class parents 

can utilize to obtain the information, perhaps using curriculum night to locate parents. But since  

curriculum night will take place in several different buildings, obtaining contact information 

during that time period will be difficult. Michelle indicated that she will work with Gina Enock to 

find a solution.  

 

Michelle also reported that there were will no longer be individual class parents for each high 

school class. Finding class parents for the high school has always been difficult and Vishu doesn’t 

believe they are necessary. Instead, Vishu would like a small number of high school parents that 

she can call upon when needed. To achieve that, the SC decided to change the liaison system. 

Instead of two liaisons, the school will have four liaisons, one for each grade level. The liaisons 

are as follows: Theresa Cousins, 9th grade; Patricia Kosior, 10th grade; Evelyn Neves  11th grade;   

12th grade liaisons TBA. The liaisons will continue to host one PA meeting of the year, but will 

also be in charge of contacting parents when needed.  

 

DONATIONS:  Jim McEnroe noted the need to discuss whether and how to change the way we 

collect dues. Currently, we ask parents to contribute to dues and to contribute to the holiday 

fund separately. Some members feel this method has resulted in fewer dues and they would like 

to return to the previous method of collecting dues, asking for one payment that is used for 

dues and the holiday fund.  The issue was tabled for now and will be addressed at a future date 

when there is more time to discuss.  

 

Jim McEnroe led a discussion about donations. The PA has about $8,000 left over from 

fundraising that we’d like to donate to various departments at the school. The PA received 

several request from the ES, HS and Sports Department. After much discussion about the 

various requests, a motion was moved to grant the following requests, in this order: Two level-2  

reading kits for the ES at a total cost of $2,758; Ten ipads for the HS at a total cost of $3,790; 15 

soccer balls for the Sports Department for a total cost of $224.25; and one dumbbell set with 

rack for the Sports Department at a total cost of $1,395. While the funds should be available for 

all of these purchases, in the event the PA budget runs short, we will fund the items in the order 

as listed above. A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously. Several members who 

voted via email were in general agreement with the motion.   

The HS had actually requested 14 ipads, but the SC members felt they could only fund 10 ipads. 

The PA will try to get the additional 4 ipads by sending an email to parents asking those who 

plan to upgrade to the ipad3 to please donate their ipad2 to the school.  



 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT: Gary Rome gave the board report. Gary noted that the Board 

continues to move forward with the lease and renovation of 504 Main St which will house a 

theatre, dance studio, art studio and music studio. The alumni room will also be located in the 

building.  TCS will partner with the library which will be located on the first floor sharing 

resources. Construction should begin within the next 30 days. The Board will meet on Monday. 

Tentatively the Founder's Dinner will be held the Thursday before Memorial Day. 

FUTURE PA MEETINGS:  The SC discussed future PA meeting dates. The Oct. 11th meeting is 

already set. The MS liaison, Constance Pond, indicated that the MS would like the Dec. 12 date 

to invite a nutritionist to present. Margot Weinstock would like to invite the financial planners 

back, either for the March or the May meeting. Evelyn Neves, one of the HS liaisons, will try to 

set up a panel of two people to discuss transitions from high school to college. She will see if 

they are available in March.  

 

We will need to add another PA meeting to the school calendar, perhaps in late October or early 

November, to discuss the positive and negative impact of FACEBOOK on the social and 

emotional lives of our children. This added meeting will be a joint effort between the school and 

the PA. The date is TBA. 

   

 

PARENT FACEBOOK PAGE: Wendy Wick, the social media chair, could not attend the meeting, 

but sent the following note: The TCS/Legacy Parents Corner Facebook Group is up and 

functioning but not yet open to parents. I have cleaned up our test postings and added more 

recent relevant content. As of our last touchpoint, the plan was to launch in late September. 

Gina Enock would send a note home to parents introducing the group and its intended purpose 

as well as include it in the September Newsletter. Once these letters go out, we would ask class 

parents to ensure that parents are aware of the group and we could also post a link to it on our 

TCS/Legacy Website on the Parents Page and in the 'Current News'. For all of you who have not 

yet heard about TCS/Legacy Parents Corner Facebook Group, it is a private group open to 

current TCS/Legacy parents where we can share information about special education advocacy, 

events in the communities we live in and share experiences with other parents. I will admin the 

group along with Gina Enock, our parent coordinator, who will share parent communications 

and information through the group. Daniel L and Michael M are also set up as admins. No staff 

members besides Gina will have access to the group. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 



 


