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 Special Education.  The term “special education” can entail a myriad of pictures 

in the mind.  For some, it may be images of blind children touching the raised dots of a 

Braille version of “Harold and the Purple Crayon” and trying to imagine how a person 

could draw the beautiful world around him, or how it would look.  For others, it may be 

the face of a child with non-verbal autism lighting up when he sees the bright colors and 

hears the catchy tunes of “Thomas and Friends.”  For yet others, it may be the sight of a 

teacher conducting an algebra lesson in sign language to deaf students.   

 However, special education encompasses a wide range of disorders.  From 

deafness to depression, and from Asperger’s syndrome to Tourette’s syndrome, special 

education caters to many.  I am one of those that fall into that category.  At five years old 

I was diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome, a disorder that falls within the “autism 

spectrum.”  I flapped my hands uncontrollably, I lacked in social skills (although I 

wanted “friends”), and I had obsessions with out of the ordinary things.  However, I 

overcame most of these quirks (although I still flap, though controlled, and things that 

would be considered “weird” still pique my interest).  Now I pursue life beyond high 

school at a good college, and I plan to earn a PharmD and pursue a career in pharmacy. 

 These goals could not be possible without good special education teachers that 

understand the dreams I have and aim to help me reach these lofty goals, and it could not 

be possible without loving parents who actively push the right education for me and 

encourage me.  This is why I strongly encourage public schools to follow the lead of the 



state-funded private schools and actively look for and hire qualified, proven teachers that 

understand children with special needs and cater to them appropriately.  I also call on the 

Committee on Special Education to cut the red tape and organize a better system that 

appropriately keeps track of special education students and understands both their needs 

and their dreams during childhood and adolescence.  They should employ individuals 

who embrace the needs of these students and do not just work for the money.  Finally, I 

call on parents to be educated on how special education works and explore the options 

available, while actively pursuing the right education for their children.   

 I end with a quote from William Arthur Ward: “If you can imagine it, you can 

achieve it.  If you can dream it, you can become it.” 


